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Reflections on 
2024 ï and the 

Year Ahead 
 

Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House, and  
Altona North Community House. 

 

 

January 2024 
 
 

Our Centre was 
involved in research 
carried out by the 
Victorian Department 
of Energy, 
Environment and 
Climate Change.  
 
The research focused on using community spaces in 
heatwaves, entitled óEveryone Be Cool: Using Community 
Spaces to Manage Heatwavesô.  
 
The report was published in the Science Victoria Magazine 
and online HERE. 
 
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Tahlia delivered the Be Connected initiative in several aged care facilities during January. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@wcec.com.au
https://rsv.org.au/community-spaces-to-manage-heatwaves/
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Floristry classes start. Ἱ  

 
Facilitated by Liza Rose.  

The Flower Girl. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

February 
 

Students enjoying their Life Saving Victoria Diversity and 
Inclusion Beach Program at Williamstown Beach. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.lizarosefloristry.com/
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Our Welcome to 2024 day. 
 
Community Morning Tea and BBQ, as well as a visit from Nina 
Bekker, CEO of ACE Vic, and Tania Phillips, Network Coordinator 
of Network West. 
 
We also had Camille Grace, Community Engagement Officer from 
IPC Health, with information on the óCare Finderô program.  
 
To top the day off, our Tahlia ran a very popular Community 
Karaoke session. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
We secured a brand-new sponsor, Woolworths 
Spotswood at Union Quarter on Melbourne Road opposite 
our Spotswood Community House venue. 
 
They contributed to our Pantry Swap and Food Relief initiatives. 
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We had an International Cooking Morning Tea at Joan Kirner House.  
 
Sponsored by the Hobsons Bay Community Fund.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

March 
 
 

Form Support program commences. 
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Our hard-working volunteer Maryann Wenzel helped with the opening of the refurbished 
Coles Williamstown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you, Coles, for your continued support to our Pantry Swap and Food Relief efforts. 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

Lynne Hewet attended the Hobsons Bay City Council, and the City of Maribyrnong business 
professionals get together for a special International Women's Day event at Seaview in 

Williamstown. 
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Claire, Lynne, Linelle, Lara, Tahlia, and our President Sonja, were all nominees for The 
Hon. Melissa Horne MP International Womenôs Day Celebration on March 15. 

 
In recognition for their dedicated effort and work in our community. 

 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

Harmony Day celebrations at the 
Laverton Community Hub. 

 
Students from Wyndham Community 

Education Centre, Laverton Community 
Education Centre, and Williamstown 
Community and Education Centre all 

attended.  
 
 
 

 

April 
 

Filming for our 50th Anniversary documentary commences. 
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May 
 
 

Teachers, and students attend the Senior Multicultural Australianôs swimming program. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Year two and three students from Newmark Primary School in 
Williamstown visited one of our English Language Classes. 
 
This program encouraged students to develop empathy for people who 
have limited English and face challenges with day-to-day communication. 
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Neighbourhood House Week. 
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National Volunteers Week BBQ, and Certificate presentations to our 
amazing and dedicated volunteers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Hobsons Bay City Council Community Contributors Breakfast.  
 
Our committee members, Veli Fikret, Treasurer, and Jonathon 
Grima, along with staff member Tahlia Kotiau attended this event, 
pictured below with Mayor Cr Matt Tyler, and Cr Diana Grima. 
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June 
 

Hobsons Bay Community Fund 2024 Business Lunch. 
 

As a Member of the HBCF Philanthropy Club, Committee 
members, Jonathon Grima, Lucienne Galea, Vice 
President, and Sonja Ilievska, President, represented 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre at this 

annual event at Seaworks in Williamstown.  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Refugee Week BBQ. 
 
 
 
Sponsored by Mobil.  

 

 
--------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
Jodieôs EAL Drama 
class performance. 

Ἱ  

 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
 

Flower Power! 
 

Sponsored by Hobsons Bay City Council, 
and delivered by local florist, Liza Rose, 

we had free workshops for those who are 
disadvantaged. 
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Independent survey by Neighbourhood Houses Victoria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 
 

 Welcome to Semester Two BBQ. 
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Altona Library English Conversation Class celebrates its 10th Anniversary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

Mobil provides support for our Walking Group, Morning Teas and BBQs! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August 
 

 

Carol and Sandra from St Johnôs Uniting 
Church, Williamstown. 

 
Dropping off pumpkins, apples, bread and 

greens for our Pantry Swap and Food 
Relief efforts. 
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Melissa Horne MP, Member for 
Williamstown visited Joan Kirner 

House. 
 
 

She dropped off hard copies of 
Cost of Living and Seniors 

Information kits. 
Hard copies available at reception. 

 
 
 

 

------------------------------------------------ 
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Tamsin Rossiter, Senior Project Officer, ACFE, visited 
Joan Kirner House on 28 August, to check up on our 

pre-accredited delivery. 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------ 
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September 
 

Our 50th Anniversary Celebration. 
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We were a very grateful to be a Melbourne Airport Community Grant 

recipient! 
 

This grant will help us rejuvenate Spotswood Community House, after the 
negative effects of COVID lockdowns, the huge building development of 

Union Quarter, road closures, etc. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

October  
 

Over 30 participants from Gateway Community Services in 
South Kingsville dropped in to our Community Morning Tea, 
sponsored by Mobil.  
 
Along with our clients and students, it turned out to be quite a 
crowd! 
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At Spotswood Community House, a gardening workshop for locals was conducted.  
 
Under the Melbourne Airport Community Grant, in partnership with Cultivating 
Community the workshop was held to establish local community gardening needs.  
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

------------------------------------------ 
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November 

 
National Recycle Week Clothes Swap. 

 

  

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

HealthCare Foundation, Dr Gerard Zammit, sponsored a Community Pizza Lunch. 
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Under our Melbourne Airport Community Grant, in 
partnership with Cultivating Community there was 
Portable Wicking Bed Workshop at Spotswood 
Community House, where participants created their 
own mini garden beds to take home.  
 
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

December 
 

Successful Bendigo Bank Community Bank of Altona and 
Laverton grant to support refugees who are ineligible for 
government subsidised training. 
 

 

 

Itôs beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


