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d Year Ahead

Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House, and
Altona North Community House.

January 2024

Our Centre was
involved in research
carried out by the ORIA | Energy
Victorian Department State A AL

p Government ond Climate Action
of Energy,
Environment and
Climate Change.

The research focused on using community spaces in M EL
heatwaves, entitted Ever yone Be Cool : L
Spaces to Manage Heatwavesb?b CL

The report was published in the Science Victoria Magazine J Q
and online HERE.

Tahlia delivered the Be Connected initiative in several aged care facilities during January.

@ Good Thing
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Joan Kirner House, Spotswood Community House, and Altona North Community House
9397 6168 admin@wcec.com.au
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https://rsv.org.au/community-spaces-to-manage-heatwaves/

Floristry classes start.

Williamstown

Facilitated by Liza Rose.
The Flower Girl.

February

Students enjoying their Life Saving Victoria Diversity and .
Inclusion Beach Program at Williamstown Beach. L]fe '



https://www.lizarosefloristry.com/

Our Welcome to 2024 day.

Community Morning Tea and BBQ, as well as a visit from Nina
Bekker, CEO of ACE Vic, and Tania Phillips, Network Coordinator

of Network West. A
PBIANetwork West

e mm B Strengthening Neighbourhood Houses in the West

We also had Camille Grace, Community Engagement Officer from

| PC Health, with information o — "

To top the day off, our Tahlia ran a very popular Community
Karaoke session.

care finder

PROGRAM

We secured a brand-new sponsor, Woolworths

'-
Spotswood at Union Quarter on Melbourne Road opposite ‘)
our Spotswood Community House venue. WOOIWorthS o

They contributed to our Pantry Swap and Food Relief initiatives.




We had an International Cooking Morning Tea at Joan Kirner House.
hobsons hay

Sponsored by the Hobsons Bay Community Fund. %'%munity

March

Form Support program commences.

Form
Support

Free!

Need help filling in a form?

Passport applications, Centrelink forms, housing assistance,
medical, service providers, etc?

We are here to help.

Call Lara on 9397 6168 to make an appointment at Joan Kirner
House. 14 Thompson St. Willi

Disclaimer: This service does not include any legal, financial, medical, lifestyle, or
any other professional advice.

Eligibility: Pensioner Concession Card, Commonwealth Health Care Card, and
Veterans’ Gold Card only. Residents of Hobsons Bay only.

loan Kirner House C ity House, and Altona North Community House
9397 6168 admin@wcec.com.au ABN: 67 864 341 860 Inc. Ass. Reg. No: A0014000T




Our hard-working volunteer Maryann Wenzel helped with the opening of the refurbished
Coles Williamstown.

Thank you, Coles, for your continued support to our Pantry Swap and Food Relief efforts.

Lynne Hewet attended the Hobsons Bay City Council, and the City of Maribyrnong business
professionals get together for a special International Women's Day event at Seaview in
Williamstown.




Claire, Lynne, Linelle, Lara, Tahlia, and our President Sonja, were all nominees for The
Hon. Mel i ssa Horne MP I nter nat iomhaeh15Wo me n ¢

In recognition for their dedicated effort and work in our community.

Tahlia Kotiau
Nominated
Sfor
International Women's Day
2024

Harmony Day celebrations at the
Laverton Community Hub.

Students from Wyndham Community
Education Centre, Laverton Community
Education Centre, and Williamstown
Community and Education Centre all
attended.

April

Filming for our 50" Anniversary documentary commences.




May

Teachers, and students attendthe Se ni or Mul ticultur al Australia

Year two and three students from Newmark Primary School in

Williamstown visited one of our English Language Classes. r’\\
This program encouraged students to develop empathy for people who NERIIOCR:
have limited English and face challenges with day-to-day communication. primary




Neighbourhood House Week.
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National Volunteers Week BBQ, and Certificate presentations to our Nabional o026 may 205

amazing and dedicated volunteers. Volunbeer

Something for Everyone Week

WimamsIowrT |
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Hobsons Bay City Council Community Contributors Breakfast.

Grima, along with staff member Tahlia Kotiau attended this event, BAY CITY
pictured below with Mayor Cr Matt Tyler, and Cr Diana Grima. COUNCIL

Our committee members, Veli Fikret, Treasurer, and Jonathon HOBSONS I %




June

Hobsons Bay Community Fund 2024 Business Lunch.

As a Member of the HBCF Philanthropy Club, Committee
( Egﬁiﬂﬁnbi% members, Jonathon Grima, Lucienne Galea, Vice
un

President, and Sonja llievska, President, represented

Williamstown Community and Education Centre at this
annual event at Seaworks in Williamstown.

Refugee Week BBQ.

Sponsored by Mobil.

-
.
e
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Flower Power!

Sponsored by Hobsons Bay City Council,
and delivered by local florist, Liza Rose,
we had free workshops for those who are

disadvantaged.
Make it A\
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Independent survey by Neighbourhood Houses Victoria

Joan Kirner House,
Spotswood Community
House & Altona North
Community House

Real Impact. Real Value.

INCOME $869,778
VALUE $10,946,049

Emergency relief value includes:
* Food and groceries: $141,136

This figure includes

the value of:
+ Food vouchers: $600
Improved quality of life through social connection: + Cash/prepaid or gift card: $3,600
$1,059,622 + Clothing: $3,600

+ Personal care & hygiene items: $6,000
Volunteer contributions: $123,482 Services value includes:

« Computer/internet usage: $6,000
« Facilities use or hire: $24,720
+ Résumé assistance: $10,800
+ Community lunch, frozen or other meals:
$16,800
« Fee for service activities: $79,740
+ Power Saving Bonus: $3,500

Emergency relief provided: $154,936
Services provided: $141,560

Adult Community Education: $4,733,224

Employment value
13.5 FTE jobs

including 9.7 direct and 3.8 indirect

This community value
equates to:

$12.58 for every $1 of income Full Time Equivalent positions
$ for every $1
of Neighbourhood House Coordination Program
funding @ Neighbourhood
Houses Victoria™

These values are produced by Neighbourhood Houses Victoria based on
Over $1,386.28 for every hour the data provided by Joan Kimer House & Spotswood Community House in
the 2023 Neighbourhood Houses Survey. Only a limited range of activities

neighbourhood house is in use where a determinable valuation method exists are included.

July

Welcome to Semester Two BBQ.

Mobil

11




Altona Library English Conversation Class celebrates its 10" Anniversary.

- Proudly
Supported by
a The

The Uniting Church in Australia
WILLIAMSTOWN

Car ol and Sandr @nitgr
Church, Williamstown.

Dropping off pumpkins, apples, bread and
greens for our Pantry Swap and Food
Relief efforts.

12




Melissa Horne MP, Member for
Williamstown visited Joan Kirner
House.

She dropped off hard copies of
Cost of Living and Seniors
Information kits.

Hard copies available at reception.

Mobil news

Bringing the community together

Proudly supported by Mobil, Williamstown Community and
Education Centre’s community activities program is making
a difference to locals experiencing isolation and hardship.

Article

1 Aug. 2024

Williamstown Community and Education Centre holds social activities and events for locals

experiencing isolation or hardship.

Proudly supported by Mobil, Williamstown Community and Education Centre is
making a difference to the lives of community members with a program of social
activities aimed at engaging locals experiencing isolation and hardship.

The Williamstown Community and Education Centre (WCEC) is an award-
winning leader in community services and has been an integral part of
Williamstown since its establishment in 1974. Their mission is to provide
affordable, relevant and quality programs for everyone in a supportive
environment.

The Centre holds free activities such as the regular Willy Walking Group and
Community Morning Teas, as well as Community BBQS held bi-monthly.

Events are attended by over 60 locals, with a majority disadvantaged or
unemployed, or recently arrived refugees and migrants.

"Good food, good company and activity are vital to ensure vulnerable people are
not isolated and face loneliness, but are socially active people in our community,”
WCEC CEO Meark Brophy said.

13




Learn
Wl Local

Tamsin Rossiter, Senior Project Officer, ACFE, visited
Joan Kirner House on 28 August, to check up on our
pre-accredited delivery.

Williamsta

- THE -
Established in 1875 as the MA‘ l,proudly serving Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay

28 AUGUST, 2024

A MARIBYRNONG & HOBSONS BAY
— acaim s
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rweekly.com.
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WCEC's Dr Mark Brophy, Tracey Osullivan, Amarjeet Brar, Tahlia Kotiau, Anthimos Papadopoulos, Samira Antoun and Lynne Hewet.
(Ljubica Vrankovic) 422430_01

50 years of
community

Five decades of education, community
and support will be celebrated at

a special morning tea to mark the

50th anniversary of the Williamstown
Community and Education Centre.

The event will also feature a short
documentary created to mark the
milestone. ’

WCEC chief executive Mark Brophy
said the documentary would act as a
“time capsule” for the centre.

He said it would feature stories and
anecdotes from staff and participants
who have engaged with the centre over
the past 50 years. The morning tea will
be free and open for everyone in the
community to attend.

Dr Brophy said the centre has
expanded over the past 50 years and
now supported three neighbourhood
houses as well as offering a myriad
of classes, workshops and support
programs, most recently extending
into food relief. The 50th anniversary
celebration is on September 4, from
11am, at Joan Kirner House.

14
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September

Our 50" Anniversary Celebration.

15




We were a very grateful to be a Melbourne Airport Community Grant

recipient!

This grant will help us rejuvenate Spotswood Community House, after the
negative effects of COVID lockdowns, the huge building development of

Union Quarter, road closures, etc.

Civic awards not only recognise those who
make a big difference in the community, but
they can also motivate others to do the same,
with the pantry swap food relief program
operated by the Williamstown Community
and Education Centre (WCEC) being a case
in point.

“The motivation was that there was a women
who won Citizen of the Year in Hobsons Bay
and she won it because she set up a pantry
swap in Altona and we thought why don’t we
try the same thing,” said the WCEC’s chief
executive Mark Brophy.

The woman he was referring to was Kate
De Marco who was named Hobsons Bay’s
2022 Citizen of the Year for establishing a

community pantry in the driveway of her il Ci ity and Edi ion Centre staff Lara Janka and Tahlia Kotiau at their pantry
Seaholm home. swap food relief service in Williamstown. (Damjan Janevski) 428726_02

After startingin early 2023, the WCEC’sown
pantry swap program is now well established, ~caused by the cost of living crisis. said Mr Brophy of the demand for the pantry

and like Ms De Marco’s, helps address the “We probably serve about 30-40 regulars which operates from Monday to Friday at Joan
growing need for food relief in Hobsons Bay  per week including some with special needs,” Kirner House in Williamstown.

October

Over 30 participants from Gateway Community Services in
South Kingsville dropped in to our Community Morning Tea,
sponsored by Mobil.

Along with our clients and students, it turned out to be quite a
crowd!

16

“The food stuff sits in a pantry so anyone
off the street can come in and get what they
need. Out motto is take what you need and
give what you can.”

“We've get non-perishables from the
supermarket (Coles in Williamstown and
Woolworths in Spotswood both have donation
bins in their stores), bread from a nearby
bakery and fresh produce from the Uniting
Church in Williamstown. They've also got
a food relief service and what they don’t use
they give to us.”

Women’s charity Share the Dignity has
provided sanitary products, while The Health
Care Foundation, Mobile and The Village
retirement home in Williamstown have also
contributed.

Mr Brophy said individual donations were
also welcome.

“If anyone out there wants to give to our
pantry swap, it is greatly appreciated.”

Cade Lucas

gatewa

COMMUNITY SERVICES
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At Spotswood Community House, a gardening workshop for locals was conducted.

Under the Melbourne Airport Community Grant, in partnership with Cultivating
Community the workshop was held to establish local community gardening needs.

Cultivating
Community

Growing a better food future

gay man, He dind hesilale to take the Jead Police are warning anyone who sees N
on the dance floor or in singing karaoke. May  Menegaldo to not approach him and to
we all have at least an ounce of his favour.  instead call triple-0 immediately
Andrew was well Joved and cared for and Contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 004 or
al times a more than passionate Western  online at www.Crimestoppersvic.com.au
. Th f fl
I € power or Tiowers
he
Being a florist would seem an appropriate job
for some called Liza Rose.
However, it took a traumalsc turn of events
e: for the Yarraville resident’s career 1o match
her name
In 2005, Ms Rose was working as a graphic
designer in the corporate world when she was
diagnosed with breast cancer
Her cancer battie not only took a toll on her
physical and mental, but her corporate carcer
Centre oo .
She credits the power of flowers with helping
her recover
‘Flowers helped reinvent my life after
diagnosis and there are studies the show
evidence around scents with healing the body
and mind,” said Ms Rose who began studying  Florist and cancer survivor Lizo Rose is running
toristry in 2008 as part of a post-cancer career  floristry workshops in Hobsons Bay to help
change and started her own floristry business  others recover from trauma 100, (s Warkoric)
the following vear. 436138_02
St as part of my recovery and reinvention,
I began running flower arrangement expensive this project allowed those who
workshops with friends and people I knew in  are disadvantaged to have access to an
the community, and soon enough after that  opportunity otherwise unattainable.” she said
the interest from people wanting to karn the  of her collaboration with WCEC,
art of flower arrangements and candle making "Our tocus was for people recovering from
has grown conssderably.” trauma, such as cancer, MS diagnosis,” she
Thanks to growth in demand and a grant  added of who the workshops, which are also
ORIA awarded 10 the Williamstown Community  held at the Yarraville Community Centre, are
and Education Centre (WCEC), Ms Rose now  aimed a1,
e runs free Flower Power for the Disadvantaged Ihose interested  can  contact  either
workshops there, community centre or wisit: https./www.
o “As  floristry  workshops  are  wery  lizarosefloristry.com/
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November

National Recycle Week Clothes Swap.

HealthCare Foundation, Dr Gerard Zammit, sponsored a Community Pizza Lunch.

OA®

HealthCare

Foundation
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Under our Melbourne Airport Community Grant, in
partnership with Cultivating Community there wa,ls
PortabIeIWicking Bed Workshop at Spotswood
Comm_ur_nty House, where participants created their
own mini garden beds to take home.

Cultivating
Community

Growing a batter food future

)
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WCEC admin co-ordinator Lara Janka with students Tabitha Cowan, Sarina Cidoni and Makesi Fiu. (Damjan Janevski) 440920_01

Recycling week gets off to early start

National Recycling Week is taking place from
November 11 to 17 this year, but Williamstown
Community and Education Centre (WCEC) is
getting in early: Its clothes swap event began
seven days carlier on Monday, November 4.

In fact it scems every week is recycling week
al WCEC, with a seed swap, pantry swap,
produce swap, DVD swap and a book swap
among their regular activities.

Boomerang bags, and the recycling made
easy program where everything from ink
cartridges, mobile phones, e-waste, glasses,
lichi slobes. X-ravs and more can be recycled,

are also run at the WCEC's base at Joan Kirner
House.

But it’s the clothes swap event that is being
conducted as part of National Recycling Week,
even if the dates don’t match up.

WCEC manager Dr Mark Brophy said the
event, where people bring clothes they no longer
want or need and swap them for items they do
want 1o wear, is one the local community looks
forward to each year.

“Donations grow every year, and more and
more people attend,” Dr Brophy said.

“It also gives us a chance to showcase our

large range of projects, initiatives, and classes
we have to new visitors”.

All clothes left over following clothes swap
will be donated to the St Andrews Presbyterian
Church Op Shop in Williamstown.

The 2024 clothes swap runs until November
15 in the foyer at Joan Kirner House, L1
Thompson Street, Williamstown.

Details: bttps://www.williamstown-
spotswoodcc.orgau/  For other National
Recycling Week events in Hobsons Bay, visit:
hllps://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.aulLibrarics/
Whats-On-News/NRW2024
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Zonta Club of Melbourne's West members Wendy Forrest and Faye Juetz are preparing for two
events the club is running during the upcoming 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence.
(Damjan Janevski) 443719 01

Tackling gendered violence

As an organisation that works to advance the  family. It’s takes many forms that we can't

status of women and advocate on their behalf,  readily see.”

it's no surprise that Zonta Club of Melbourne's A specialist from family violence support

West (Inc.) is heavily involved in the upcoming  service Gen-West will speak at the free event

16 Days of Activism against gendered based  which runs from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.

violence. On Tuesday, December 10, the club and
‘The Hobsons Bay based club has two events  Hobsons Bay council will host a morning tea

planned for the 16 day campaign which begins o raise awareness about the themes of family

with the International Day for the Elimination  violence featuring lived experience speaker

of Violence Against Women on Monday, Sunenna Bella Sharma.

March 25. Ms Juetz said the morning tea event at the
On Saturday, December 7, the club is hosting ~ Laverton C ity Hub will be especiall
an information session on coercive control at  valuable for migrant women and those from
Altona Library. glish speaking backg d:
Zonta Club of Melbournc’s West board  “Students who arelearning English in several
member Faye Juetz said the session was about  local community centres are invited to come
educating people about coercive control which  along and also the general public who might be
she called a “silent issue™. interested” she said of the event which will run

“Domestic violence we usually regard as  from 10am to 12pm.
physical violence, whereas coercive control is ~ For more information on the Zonta Club of

just that,” said Ms Juetz. Melbourne’s West events, visit: https:/www.
“It involves stalking, financial control, zontamelbwest.org.au/
emotional abuse, distancing from friends and Cade Lucas

December

Successful Bendigo Bank Community Bank of Altona and
Laverton grant to support refugees who are ineligible for
government subsidised training.

B Bendigo Bank

Altona and Laverton
Community Bank® branches
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