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| 1974 In August a group of local stay- at- home
women wanted to get involved and do things in their local
community.

In 1975 Jean Wright as bursar of the Williamstown North

Primary School formed a sub-committee of the school council of
interested parties with a view of providing craft and sewing
classes, playgroups and a coffee and current affairs group.

A building on the school
grounds at the back of the
canteen (in Freyer Street)
was provided for the
purpose.
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The group reported monthly to
the school council. Vi Curran was
co-ordinator and Milli Von Nagy
was secretary. They received a
small allowance from the
Williamstown Council.

Jill Hocking was appointed as the
Community Education Officer for
a local network of schools’
community outreach programs.

Milli Von Nagy Secretary
until 2000
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In 1975 Turtle Video finished their studio at 3 Fryer St after 5

months of work. The studio was housed in the building owned by the
North Williamstown Primary School which has been renovated by
Community Outreach , a group of people associated with the school
concerned that the school’s resources should be used by the
community. A series of workshops were run on Sunday afternoons at a
cost of S2 each.

The studio was available for
use 24/7 and shared with
Community Outreach and
other community groups.
Turtle Video/Wescom
continued operation for 37
years at various venues in the
area.

Turtle Video members in the mid 70’s
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In 1976 a regular coffee morning for the local mums began and the

first community playgroup in Williamstown was established. The first
Migrant English class in Williamstown was started along with a writers’
group, leather workshops, macramé classes and Kids Town Club for

children.

Leather Workshop
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Macramé Workshop 1976

Kids Town Club — Photography

Kids Town Club — Painting 1976
1976



In 1976 the Centre

gained funding to run the

first After School Program.

A joint submission with
North Williamstown
Primary School saw the
construction of the multi
purpose hall in the
grounds of the Primary
School.
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In 1980 many local groups came on board and were involved

with the Outreach Centre.
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n 981 the Community Outreach Centre at 3 Freyer Street North

Williamstown was, under the direction of Vi Curran — Coordinator, and
Richard McCracken painted with a mural by the Flying Art Squad Mural
Group. The Flying Art Squad is an enthusiastic band of unemployed
young people using their energy and imagination to give something
that they see as useful to their community.

The mural (pictured below) expresses historical, contemporary local
issues on one large wall of the Community Outreach Centre.
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In 1982 the first Community Services Group is established,
which today is known as the Interagency Network.

Williamstown
North Primary
School students
entertain
English
Language
students at
Christmas




In 1986 a committee of interested parties was formed

headed by Beata Peisker and Geraldine Schutt with support
from Joan Dyall and Rhonda Johnson.

TAFE funding enabled
the Centre to

employ a Coordinator
to run Adult Education,
Leisure and

Recreation programs
for local residents.

Joan Dyall




In 1987 the organisation becomes-incorporated (20/7/8714fn/e

"""'éi'/langes from ‘Community Outreach’ to ‘Outreach Community Centre
Inc’, and no longer operates as a sub committee of Williamstown North
Primary School. It now reports once a month to a board of
management.

Jill Bilston - Coordinator and
Marielle Campbell -
Committee of Management

Jill Bilston is appointed Neighbourhood House Coordinator.
The organisation relocates to the Caretakers residence on the corner
of Freyer Street, at 139 Melbourne Road, North Williamstown.
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| 1988 Computer classes begin at Newport TAFE.
Childcare is available for women enrolling in courses to improve their

employment options.
A craft group called Pins and Needles coordinated by Myrtle Cameron

attracts up to thirty women weekly. The group continued for many
years.
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1989 Judy Fowler appointed Childcare Coordinator. Judy continued
in the position until 2003.

Joan Kirner and
Judy Fowler
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In 1990 the Centre celebrated the International Year of Literacy

with a function attended by students, centre users, staff, Hobsons Bay
Councillors and local identities.
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Carol W|II|s ' ’
Ralph Willis — Federal Treasurer
Southbank ] Jill Bilston — Coordinator
Fromenace opens Joan Dyall — Literacy
>

Coordinator Williamstown



1991 The Centre attracts large amounts of Federal funding for

Migrant English and Literacy classes. Most of this funding supports the
running of classes in Altona, Altona Meadows, Altona North and

Spotswood.
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Migrant English and
Literacy class




/1’992 Opening of the new Childcare / Multipurpose extension
During the renovation some of the classes were relocated to

St Stephens Uniting Church.

Mobil starts donating to our Centre. These donations continue until the
present day.

Funding gained for holiday programs for disabled adults.

Lynne Hewet starts at Centre as Adult Education Coordinator at Altona.
In an average week the Centre have at least 100 pre-school children using
the facility and between 450-500 adults participating in activities.
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' Tﬁ”1992 the Centre liaise and share information with similar groups
in the region and state via membership of the Community Provider
Committee of the Regional Further Education Council, Western
Association of Community Centres, Association of Neighbourhood
Houses and Learning Centres and Community Services Group.

1992 saw the Outreach
Centre run computer
classes at the Yarraville
Community Centre.
Classes cost $S40 for 9
weeks.
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In 1993 the Centre runs a Career Information Session for job seekers

over 45 years of age at the Williamstown Town hall. Over 350 people
attend the activities.
The Centre, in response to high unemployment in the community
received funding to run two training/employment projects.
Green House cleaning and Library skills. The greenhouse Cleaning
Training Program for isolated
community members with limited
skills expands to Greenhouse
Cleaning and is registered as a
business. Green House Cleaning
trained two groups of people in the
area who are now employed as
domestic cleaners with another
group to finishing training in
July 1993.




1994 Council amalgamations — Williamstown Council and Altona

Council amalgamate under the name Hobsons Bay City Council.

Due to commitment to assisting those with disabilities, Centre gains
official Public Benevolent Institution status. This status is very rare in
the sector.

An adult holiday program was conducted over the Christmas and

Easter period for lonely and isolated people in the community.
Program was funded by City of

Williamstown and Footscray
Council.
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International Family Day is
celebrated with an Open Day
at the Centre.




-1995 in response to high local unemployment and living in an area

fast becoming an important Tourist Precinct, the Centre begins the first
Training sessions in Tourist Guiding.

Japanese visitors from
our Sister City Anjo —
creating their own
tourist piece of
Williamstown area.
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1nX996 activities were run fronTSZbdtSwood House, Altona North

Community Centre, Altona Library, Altona North Migrant Resource
Centre, Yarraville Community Centre, Williamstown Tenants Assoc.,
Nelson Place Community Facility, Richmond Fellowship in Melbourne
Road, and the portable classroom at the Williamstown North Primary

The Williamstown Camera
Club made the Centre its home
from 1995 to 2011 when its
numbers became too large to
be accommodated at the
Centre.

Students attending Adult Learners Week breakfast






