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Newsletter 
August 2025 

 
 

Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House,  
and Altona North Community House.   

 
For Members, Committee, Staff, Volunteers, Students, Stakeholders, Centre Users, 

Partners, Sponsors and Our Community. 

 
What’s Coming Up? 

 

• Wednesday August 6, 13, 20 and 27. FREE! Willy Walking Group. From 10.15 am to 
11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.  

 

• Wednesday August 6, 13, 20 and 27. FREE! Community Morning Tea. Joan Kirner 
House at 11.00 am. All welcome!  
 

• NEW! Multiple workshops across August and September at Joan Kirner 
House, by Liza Rose, The Rose Buffet. Details below. 
 
➢ Flower Styling for Beginners Workshop. 
➢ Colours and Candles Workshop. 
➢ DIY Wedding Florals Workshop.  

 

• Monday August 12. Coffee with a Cop. Altona Gate Shopping Centre. 
Details below. 

 

• Tuesday 19 August. IPC Health Care Finder Service. Newport Library. 
Details below.  
 

• 8 and 22 August. Friday by the Bay. Louis Joel Arts and Community, Altona. Details 
below. 
 

• 1 to 8 September. Adult Learners Week. Details HERE.  
 

• Wednesday September 3. FREE Adult Learners Week BBQ. Joan 
Kirner House at 12.15 pm. All welcome! 

 

 
----------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Proud sponsor for the ‘Creating social change and 
diversity category’ for the 2025 Hobsons Bay 
Business Excellence Awards. More details below. 

 

 

https://adultlearnersweek.org/
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At Joan Kirner House. 

👈  
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Next pop-up session at Newport 
Library on August 19. 

👉  
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Great program run by our friends at 
Louis Joel Arts and Community 

Centre in Altona. 

👈  
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What’s been happening? 
 

Thanks to Community Bank, Altona and Laverton, Bendigo 
Bank, for supporting the many ineligible refugees and migrants 
to enrol in our English language classes.  
 
Here is one story - 
 
 
 
Marallano. 
 
Julia Marallano came from Peru to Australia ten months ago.   
 
Two of her four children live in Australia. At 83 years of age this is a major lifestyle change for 
Julia.  
 
Most of Julia’s life in Peru was spent living on the land, growing crops and then selling her 
produce at local markets.  
 
It was no surprise therefore that when we started the gardening sessions at Spotswood Julia 
was in her element.  
 
Julia is currently living with her daughter Ana in Newport. Family is very important to her, and 
she loves spending time with her four granddaughters.   
 
Also, she has encouraged her younger sister Alejandrina (aged 79) to attend English classes 
with her.  
 
Although their English is limited, both sisters are grateful for the opportunity to learn more 
about life in Australia and make new friends while improving their English skills at our Centre. 
 
Lynne Hewet 
Education Coordinator. 
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Lara and Lucila both attended the Network West sponsored two-
day Mental Health First Aid Certificate Training.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
Newmark Primary School Williamstown tapestry unveiled, on their social 
project, learning about the rich cultural diversity within our local community. 

 
On display at Joan Kirner House.  
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New Recycling Made Easy Hub at Joan Kirner house, with new recycling options. 
 

• Blister packs. 

• Light globes. 

• Oral care products. 

• Small e-waste. 

• Printer cartridges 

• Stationary. 

• X -rays. 

• CDs and DVDs. 

• Bread tags. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claire’s computer class at Joan Kirner House. 
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Manager’s Musings 

 
 
 
Having been a finalist in 2015, 2017, 2019 and 2023, and a winner in 
2019, this year we have decided to be a sponsor for the biennial 
Hobsons Bay Business Excellence Awards in the category of 
‘Creating social change and diversity’. 
 
More details HERE.  

 
Good luck to all applicants and see you at the Business Excellence 
Awards Gala on Thursday 23 October.   
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Coming up – Adult Learning Australia’s 2025 Adult Learners Week. 
September 1 to 8.   
 
Commemorating a 30th anniversary, with the theme of ‘Celebrating 
learning together’. 
 
More details HERE.  
 
 
We will be having a Free Community BBQ to celebrate on Wednesday September 3. 
  
 

➢ NEW list of programs for semester two HERE. 
 

➢ NEW timetable for semester two HERE. 
 

➢ NEW brochure for semester two HERE. 
 
 
Thanks.  
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO. 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. 
manager@wcec.com.au           
03 9397 6168. 

https://www.hobsonsbaybusiness.com.au/Do-Business/Business-Awards
https://adultlearnersweek.org/
https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/WCEC-Programs-2025-Term-3-V1.pdf
https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Weekly-Timetable-2025-Semester-2-V1-1.pdf
https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Semester-2-Brochure-V1.pdf
mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

