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Newsletter 
April 2026 

 

Joan Kirner House, Williamstown 
Spotswood Community House 

Altona North Community House 
 

What’s Coming Up? 
 

 

• Friday April 3 to Sunday April 19. Term break. 
 

• April 15 and 16. School Holidays Art Workshops. 
Westside Arts Studio. Details below. 

 

• Monday April 20 Term two starts. 
 

• Wednesday April 1, 22 and 29. FREE! Willy Walking 
Group. Sponsored by the Hobsons Bay Community Fund. 
From 10.15 am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.  

 

• Wednesday April 1, 22 and 29. FREE! Community 
Morning Tea. Joan Kirner House at 11.00 am. All 
welcome!  
 

• Wednesday April 29. FREE! Hearing Check. From 
10.00 am to 2.00 pm. Details below.  

 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 
Williamstown High School have an art project 
that uses the soy sauce (fish) packaging.  
 
The students are creating art to keep the 
packaging out of landfill. 
  
The more fish they collect, the bigger the art 
project.  
  
We have a collection container at Joan Kirner 
House attached to the Recycling 
Made Easy Hub.   
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At Joan Kirner House. 

👈 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE! 

👉 

 
Drop in or make a booking. 

Booking form at Joan Kirner House 
reception. 
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FREE!  

At  
Spotswood Community House. 

👉 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE!  
At Joan Kirner House and Altona North 

Community House 

👈 
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What’s been happening? 
 

 
Dr Gerard Zammit from the Healthcare Foundation recently 
donated a significant number of gift cards and treats for end of 

Ramadan for our food relief program. 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 

Lynne Hewet was honoured as an outstanding woman in the 
community by Melissa Horne MP at the International Women’s 

Day Morning Tea. 

👈 
 

International Women’s Day provides us all with an opportunity to 
formally recognise the contributions and achievements of women 

in our lives. 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our Bridging the Digital Divide Program is continuing to make a 
meaningful impact in our community. 
 
To date, we have delivered over 120 hours of personalised digital 
support, assisting people with limited digital literacy to complete 
essential online administrative tasks.  
 
We have seen some wonderful outcomes.  
 
One participant came to us for assistance completing their Citizenship application and has 
since successfully become an Australian citizen.  
 
Another person initially sought help with an infringement notice and is 
now enrolled in one of our computer classes, building her digital skills 
so she can confidently complete similar tasks independently in the 
future. 
 
Face-to-face sessions are available at Joan Kirner House, Williamstown, on Monday and 
Friday mornings, and at Altona North Community House on Thursday mornings. 
 
If you would like to make an appointment, please call Lara on 03 9397 6168. 
 
This initiative is made possible through the generous funding of the Australian 
Neighbourhood Houses and Centres Association and Bendigo Community Bank Altona 
& Laverton. 
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Our Tahlia was on the Bayside Secondary College 

International Women’s Day Panel, with Melissa Horne MP, 
and Paula and Bree from Fire Services. 

👈 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Testimonial from an Artful Mind participant. 
 
Artful Minds has seen me grow from strength to 
strength slowly over six years with a stuck creative 
mind to slowly see me become from my notepad to 
canvases in more recent years. 
 
 I have been given the motivation to see my own style 
as an artist come to life in a self-directed class for what 
is going on in my mind.  
 
Since Spotswood, we moved to Joan Kirner House in 
Williamstown and during that time I have moved with 
my mind into a space with great understanding of my 
complex condition which has now grown a creative 
force of painting for all in the mind. 
 
Artful Mind has benefited me by getting me out of the house to socially participate in a group 
and environment of understanding people around me who can tolerate the nature of my 
condition. 
 
It sees me every week, fortnightly now allowing a space for my mind to be put on paper.  
 
For many years I was with my notebook although would draw a mandala of my mind and gave 
me the contemplation and space necessary to stay well and be creative. 
 
Ariel. 
 
Artful Mind is a NDIS registered program at Joan Kirner 
House on Mondays at 1.00 pm. Contact Janine for more 
details – 0412 152 507. 
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In the Media. 
 
Part of the NHVic Keep Our Doors Open campaign. 
 

• Hundreds of Victorian Neighbourhood Houses in 
jeopardy as funding shortfall bites – ABC News 

 

• Cash-strapped neighbourhood houses seek extra funding amid cost-of-living strain – 
ABC News 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tahlia accepting a donation from Charity at 
Woolworths Williamstown towards our food 

relief program. 

👈 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

Our Cultural Diversity Week BBQ at Joan 
Kirner House. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-18/victoria-neighbourhood-houses-at-risk-of-closing/105870034
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-18/victoria-neighbourhood-houses-at-risk-of-closing/105870034
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-09/neighborhood-house-funding-push/106377998
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-09/neighborhood-house-funding-push/106377998
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I was delighted to be invited to 
Williamstown High School with 
Antonia Cardi from the Kids in 

Philanthropy program.  

👉 
 

I had the opportunity present to the 
students information about our Centre 

and the services we provide to our 
community. 

 
Kip delivers volunteering and 

educational programs for school-aged 
children to meet the needs of 

disadvantaged. 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

In other news, we have set up a new website. Thanks to everyone who helped and 
contributed. The new site is HERE.  

 
Especially Steve Rodan from MelbNet, who was referred to us by another 
Community Centre. Highly recommend him for fast, no fuss, easy to work with, 
and uncomplicated. 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Notification of Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. Annual General Meeting.  
Tuesday, May 5, at 4.00 pm at Joan Kirner House, 14 Thompson Street, Williamstown, room 
one. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. 
manager@wcec.com.au           
03 9397 6168.  

https://williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/
https://melbnet.com.au/
mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

