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Newsletter 

October 2024 
 
 
 
 

 
Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House,  

and Altona North Community House.   
 

What’s Coming Up? 
 

• 50th Anniversary Documentary. See HERE. 
 

• October 1 to 31. Victorians Seniors Festival. A major state-wide 
festival for and involving seniors. Free and low-cost events right 
across Victoria. Details HERE.  

 

• Monday October 7. Term Four starts. 
 

• NEW! Wednesday October 9. Queer Parents’ Circle. Spotswood 
Community House. Details below.  

 

• Wednesday October 9, 16, 23 and 30.  FREE Willy Walking 
Group. From 10.15 am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House. 
Sponsored by Mobil.  

 

•  Wednesday October 9, 16, 23 and 30.  FREE Community 
Morning Tea at Joan Kirner House, sponsored by Mobil, at 11.00 
am.   

 

• NEW! Friday October 11. MyTime program commencing. 
Supporting parents of children with a disability. Spotswood 
Community House. Details below.  

 

• Wednesday October 16. 11.00 am. IPC Health Care Finder Pop-
Up. In Joan Kirner House foyer. Details below.  

 

• November 11 to 17. National Recycling Week. Donate good 
quality preloved at reception at Joan Kirner House for our annual 
Clothes Swap. 

 

• Term break. For those with kids, our friends at Yarraville 
Community Centre have loads of activities. See their School 
Holiday Program HERE 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7gXW7HrZMk
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festival
https://www.ycc.net.au/product-category/school-holiday-program/
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NEW! 
 

Starting October 9, at Spotswood 
Community House. 

👈  
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FREE! 

 
Wednesday October 16, 11.00 am. 

Joan Kirner House foyer. 

👈  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Next sessions on Friday 4 and 
18 October. 10.00 am, in Altona.  

👉  
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What’s been happening? 
 
Pictures from our 50th Anniversary Celebration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From left, Sonja Ilievska, President of 
WCEC; Melissa Horne MP, Member for 

Williamstown; and Linelle Gibson, 
Committee member of WCEC. 

👈  
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50th Anniversary Documentary. 

On our website. 
 

15-minute version HERE. 
 

30-minute version HERE. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7gXW7HrZMk&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCkjRV0zVdw&t=1s
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Many at the 50th celebration wanted to see all of the 50th 

anniversary 1974 to 2024 timeline presentation, updated 
and displayed by Tahlia. 

 
The presentation is now available on our website under the  

“About Us” tab HERE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Powerpoint-timeline-1974-to-2024-V4.pdf
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Tribute to the Williamstown Community and Education Centre on its 50th Anniversary 
 

The Williamstown Community and Education Centre, with more than five decades of history, has been 
a beacon of hope and learning for countless immigrants and community members in Melbourne. 
Founded in 1974, this centre has provided unwavering support to people of all ages and backgrounds, 
integrating them into Australian society through education and community engagement. 
 
The centre not only focuses on formal education but also plays a vital role in the social life of the 
community. Its support programs for immigrants and refugees, along with recreational and wellness 
activities, have helped many overcome the isolation and challenges of adapting to a new country. 
Today, as we celebrate its 50th anniversary, it is a fitting time to reflect on the positive impact it has had 
on so many lives. Thanks to the Williamstown Community and Education Centre, many people have 
found a home away from home, a place where they can grow, learn, and thrive. 
 
This tribute is a recognition of its hard work and unwavering commitment to the community. Thanks to 
this centre, we immigrants and seniors can dream of a better and more integrated future in this 
beautiful nation. Happy 50th anniversary, and here’s to many more years of exemplary service! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ruth 
 

Current student 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
 

Hi Mark, 
 
Just a note to say Congratulations the centres 50th year anniversary celebration yesterday. It was a 
fabulous morning and what a great energy there was in the room, filled with community members. I 
particularly loved when the community had the opportunity to say what the centre meant to them.  
 
It was really very special. Congratulations to you and the team for creating a meaningful, welcoming 
event. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Meabh 
 

Meabh Mc Andrew  
Community Participation Officer 
Arts, Culture and Community 
 

 
---------------------------------------- 

 
 
Hi everyone. 
 
What a great celebration/birthday event. 
 
The video was terrific, and the Centre looked fabulous! 
 
Kind regards.  
 

http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/
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Jill Bilston. 

 
--------------------------------------- 

 
Thanks Mark! I always enjoy receiving your newsletters. 
 
I LOVE LOVE LOVE your 50th anniversary documentary film. Very moving in parts but also inspiring. Just 
beautiful! 
 
Congratulations for your part in its history, its recent growth, and all that you do to hold things together, and your 
leadership at the Centre, and beyond, to keep on serving the community. 
 
I’m looking forward to attending tomorrow and to celebrate this huge milestone. 
 

Hope you are keeping well        

 
Cheers 
 
Helen 
 
Helen Rodd 
Hot House Community Projects  
ABN 78 691 717 215 
 

 
------------------------------------------ 

 
Dear Mark 
 
On behalf of our CEO, Trish Heffernan, and the staff at Djerriwarrh Community & Education 
Services I would like to take this opportunity to wish Williamstown Community and Education 
Centre a very happy 50th Anniversary. 
 
I hope you and the staff enjoy the celebrations. 
 
Regards 
 
Roma Pedersen 
Acting CEO 
 

 
------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



12 
 

------------------------------------ 
 
 
 

Melissa Horne MP, Member for Williamstown, in Victorian Parliament, recognising WCEC 
50th anniversary. 

Link to video on our website HERE. 
 

 
 

Flower Power Program participants, showing off their finished creations. 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to Hobsons Bay City Council for sponsoring these series of workshops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are a very grateful to be a Melbourne Airport Community 

Grant recipient! 
 

This grant will help us rejuvenate Spotswood Community House, 
after the negative effects of COVID lockdowns, the huge building 

development of Union Quarter, road closures, etc. 
 

Congratulations to other local Neighbourhood Houses who were 

https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/video-moments/
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successful. Link is HERE 

In the News 
 

Pantry door open to help put food on the table. 
  Star Weekly, September 9. 2024. Page 9. 

Link to article is HERE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Civic awards and honours not only recognise those who make a big difference in the community, but  
they can also motivate others to do the same, with the pantry swap food relief program operated by the 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre (WCEC) being a case in point. 
 
“The motivation was that there was a woman who won citizen of the year in Hobsons Bay and she won 
it because she set up a pantry swap in Altona and we thought why don’t we try the same thing,” said 
the WCEC’s chief executive Mark Brophy of how their pantry swap program came about. 
 
The woman he was referring to was Kate De Marco who was named Hobsons Bay’s 2022 Citizen of 
the Year for establishing a community pantry in the driveway of her Seaholm home. 
 
After starting in early 2023, the WCEC’s own pantry swap program is now well established, and like Ms 
De Marco’s, helps address the growing need for food relief in Hobsons Bay caused by the cost-of-living 
crisis. 
 
“We probably serve about 30-40 regulars per week including some with special needs,” said Mr Brophy 
of the demand for the pantry which operates from Monday to Friday at Joan Kirner House in 
Williamstown. 
 
“The food stuff sits in a pantry so anyone off the street can come in and get what they need,” he said. 
“Out motto is take what you need and give what you can.” 
 
While those taking the food are people struggling to make ends meet, those giving it are a combination 
of local businesses, and not-for-profits that WCEC has partnered with. 
 
“We’ve got non-perishables from the supermarket (Coles in Williamstown and Woolworths in 
Spotswood both have donation bins in their stores), bread from a nearby bakery and fresh produce 
from the Uniting Church in Williamstown. They’ve also got a food relief service and what they don’t use 
they give to us.” 
 
Women’s charity Share the Dignity have provided sanitary products, while The Health Care 
Foundation, Mobil and The Village retirement home in Williamstown have also contributed. 
Mr Brophy said individual donations were also welcome. 
 
“If anyone out there wants to give to our pantry swap, it is greatly appreciated.” 

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/community/melbourne-airport-community-grants?srsltid=AfmBOoq2v76KkDzrDXOWtGCVNRNFmKlfcTEA7hI7VKGSbJ1bbJqsc1Xi
https://maribyrnonghobsonsbay.starweekly.com.au/news/pantry-program-provides-food-relief/
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50 Years of Serving and Supporting 
Our Community.  

Melissa Horne MP Member for 
Williamstown. Media Release. 

September 6. 2024. 
 

Link to article is HERE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://melissahornemp.com.au/50-years-of-serving-and-supporting-our-community/
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Manager’s Musings 
 

 
Our 50th Anniversary celebration on September 4 was a huge 
success, with I estimate nearly a 100 people attending.  
 
Thanks to Lara, who organised the catering with top shelf tucker 
and a fantastic cake.  
 
Tahlia, with her timeline displays throughout Joan Kirner House, a 
lot of work.  
 
And Lynne for being the backbone of our 50th anniversary 
documentary. A ‘must see’, 5 stars! 
 
We’ve had a few ‘triple O’ experiences over the past 
month or so. Ambulance, police, and fire brigade call outs.  
 
It is fantastic to see how professional staff are in these 
emergencies. As a Community House, unexpected events 
are sure to occur every now and then.  
 
 Well done to all for keeping cool and ensuring everyone is well looked after. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO. 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. 
manager@wcec.com.au     

mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

