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Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House,
and Altona North Community House.

What’s Coming Up?

e 50" Anniversary Documentary. See HERE.

e October 1to 31. Victorians Seniors Festival. A major state-wide
festival for and involving seniors. Free and low-cost events right
across Victoria. Details HERE.

e Monday October 7. Term Four starts. G,
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* NEW! Wednesday October 9. Queer Parents’ Circle. Spotswood (@ ﬁ\ \

Community House. Details below. T o1
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Wednesday October 9, 16, 23 and 30. FREE Willy Walking oo

Group. From 10.15 am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.

Sponsored by Mobil. Mobil

e Wednesday October 9, 16, 23 and 30. FREE Community

Morning Tea at Joan Kirner House, sponsored by Mobil, at 11.00
om. o'g
MyTime

e NEW! Friday October 11. MyTime program commencing. ywwmm
Supporting parents of children with a disability. Spotswood L chidrenwithdisabiities |
Community House. Details below.

. Sy
o Wednesday October 16. 11.00 am. IPC Health Care Finder Pop- 'p(,ﬁ,HeaIth
Up. In Joan Kirner House foyer. Details below. ‘ ‘

e November 11 to 17. National Recycling Week. Donate good “'”:mﬁ';
guality preloved at reception at Joan Kirner House for our annual M7y, miVcine wetk

Clothes Swap. W™ pLANETIYTH

e Term break. For those with kids, our friends at Yarraville Y _
Community Centre have loads of activities. See their School Hrﬂ(m ille
Holiday Program HERE

COMMUNITY
CENTRE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7gXW7HrZMk
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festival
https://www.ycc.net.au/product-category/school-holiday-program/

MyTime
| Spotswood |

Why MyTime? Unwind and
share experiences

MyTime is for parents and carers with others who
of a child with a disability, chronic understand

medical condition or other additional
needs including developmental delay.

FIND US AT:
Spotswood Community House
598 Melbourne Rd
Friday Mornings, 10am - 12 noon

CONTACT:
Loan Findlay - Facilitator
Email: loan@mytimevic.com.au

Phone: 0466 105 940 MyTim f

Supporting p
children with

mytime.net.au

MyTime

term plan Fridays, Weekly

mytime.net.au

DATES GROUP ACTIVITY CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY
11* October Welcome back Outdoor play
2024
18" October Carer's week —
2024 Mindfulness and Creativity with James Free play
25t October Women's Self-defense and Muay Thai Playdough
2024
15t November Coffee and chat Colouring in and chalk drawing
2024
8™ November Break Break
2024
15 November Community Gardening Bubbles
2024
22" November Coffee and Chat Obstacle course
2024
29" November Guest speaker — Free play
2024 ARFID Dietician TBC
6% December End of year Celebrations Holiday Activities
2024
*Activities may vary depending on group interests and ability
!
oo
®
It's support ~ It’s free to Professional Pre-school aged
for you join support children are welcome
* Activities may vary depending on group interests and ability.




@& www.emmelinetylerpostpartum.com/services

@emmelinetylerpostpartum

NEW!

Starting October 9, at Spotswood
Community House.

VincentCare

Engage. Enable. Empower.

HomeConnect (HC)

Providing early intervention support to individuals and
families who are at risk of homelessness

About the Program Eligibility criteria

HomeConnect is a program that helps Any person or family living in the North or
people who are having trouble meeting West metropolitan Melbourne region who:
their rental obligations or need * Has at least four weeks left in their
assistance to move to other private current Accommodation at time of
rental housing. referral

HomeConnect's aim is to prevent
individuals and families from experiencing
homelessness. HomeConnect can help
you to find a new private rental to live in,
or help you to stay living in your current
house. HomeConnect, does not have
houses that we can give you, however we
can help you with property searches, income support/benefits) or has a visa
applications, speaking to the real estate that entitles them to income support or
agents and some of the upfront costs enables them to work

when you find a new private rental.

Requires support to find new housing or
to stabilise their current housing

Would like to move into private rental or
to stabilise their current private rental
accommodation

Has an income (either through wages or

Assistance is given across the six areas of: Referral
« housing Prospective clients can phone HomeConnect
. and speak with a duty worker (reverse
+ health and wellbeing charges can be used).
* education, employment and training The worker will ask questions about their
o life skills current situation and complete an assessment.

i This can take place over the phone or at our
social connections office. There are also onsite and phone
interpreters available.

income and financial counselling

Contact

Northern Community Hub

175 Glenroy Road, Glenroy 3046

Phone: 03 9304 0147

Email: homeconnect@vincentcare.org.au

vincentcare.org.au
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Western Health
Tell us your story!

If your first language is not English, which of the following languages do you speak at home?

wE AP aee mmg w0 Avdl g6, I

Are you a woman aged 18 years or older?

Have you had COVID-19 and felt or still feel sick three months or more later?
(This is called Long COVID)

You are invited to join us for an interview in your preferred language by phone or on Zoom. In this
interview, you can tell us about your experiences of having Long COVID in your own time and your
own words. The interview will take 45-60 minutes, and you will be reimbursed for your time.

You can decide if you want to be part of it or you can withdraw at any time you don't feel
comfortable to continue. Your choice will have no impact on how Deakin University thinks about
you. You are free to make your own decision.

Your story will help us to improve services and support other women from your community who live
with Long COVID. For more information, please click on the link below, scan the QR code or contact:

Associate Professor Danielle Hitch.
Email: dani.hitch@deakin.edu.au. Phone: 03 5227 8642

Link: https://researchsurveys.deakin.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_8eNYhHXpYbuyBjU

DISCOVER & CELEBRATE
OUR WONDERFUL
WETLANDS

Celebrate World Migratory Bird and World Mental Health Days with us.
Enjoy free activities for all ages - guided wetlands walks, art, citizen science and
water bugs, enviro and community stalls, giveaways and a free BBQ

HOBSONS BAY WETLANDS CENTRE
OPEN DAY |2 October 2024, 12- 4pm
Truganina Explosives Reserve
WETUANDS CENTRE 274 Queen Street Altona

Furdied by the oms Tret




ipC Health
IPC Health

Care Finder Service

IPC Health’s Care Finder Service helps older people
without close support find the right aged care services.
Finding services that help you live independently can be confusing, especially if

you don’t have anyone to help you. Our care finders will talk to you about your
needs and support you throughout the whole process of accessing aged care

services, including My Aged Care. F R E E'

We can help you find services like:

« Personal care - Transport WEdneSday OCtOber 16, 1100 am.
» Meal preparation « In home nursing or health care 1

: G nneme Joan Kirner House foyer.

» Gardening and home maintenance » Community or social activities

Want to learn more?
Come and chat to our care finders this
Senior’s Month - morning tea provided! P

Location
Joan Kirner House
14 Thompson Street, Williamstown

Date
Wednesday 16 October

Time

11-12.30pm

Phone: 1300 895 589
Email: carefinders@ipchealth.com.au

10am-1pm ¢ Fortnighly

Every second
Friday
with Amanda
Art + craft
Wellbeing activities
Outings
Guest speakers

Next sessions on Friday 4 and
18 October. 10.00 am, in Altona.

Light lunch

5 Sargood Street, Altona included

For more information

$6.50

Phone 9398 2511
admin@ljac.com.au

LOUIS JOEL
ARTS & COMMUNITY

V7
HOBSONS A\,
B




& NATIVE PLANTS
O RITEARTISE SOFTE-DIEU i il wuk)
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WEDN 5-7PM OCTOBER & DECEMBER 2024

4 WORKSHOP SERIES OR 3 WORKSHOP SERiEs
.. 'OR BOTH? AT WOODS STREET ARTS SPACE

_,;éONTEMPQRARy5
f5 ﬁINK*PAINTINGi3

ART AS THERAPY EXHIBITON

MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
5™ OCTOBER - 19™ OCTOBER

WILLIAMSTOWN LIBRARY
EXHIBITION SPACE LEVEL ONE

Artful Mind Art Group in collaboration with Artful Warrior

Art Group are pleased to exhibit their Art to promote

creativity and the practice of the creative arts as therapy.

Featured Art Work “Bohemian Puppy” by Rosalia De Roit 2024




What’s been happening?

Pictures from our 50" Anniversary Celebration.

Williamstown
Community
and Education
Centre Inc

From left, Sonja llievska, President of

WCEC; Melissa Horne MP, Member for

Williamstown; and Linelle Gibson,
Committee member of WCEC.




50" Anniversary Documentary.

On our website.
15-minute version HERE.

30-minute version HERE.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7gXW7HrZMk&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCkjRV0zVdw&t=1s
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r — B

JUil Bilstan

Many at the 50™ celebration wanted to see all of the 50t
anniversary 1974 to 2024 timeline presentation, updated 1974 - 2024
and displayed by Tahlia.

The presentation is now available on our website under the

“About Us” tab HERE.

2004 to
2014



https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Powerpoint-timeline-1974-to-2024-V4.pdf

Tribute to the Williamstown Community and Education Centre on its 50th Anniversary

The Williamstown Community and Education Centre, with more than five decades of history, has been
a beacon of hope and learning for countless immigrants and community members in Melbourne.
Founded in 1974, this centre has provided unwavering support to people of all ages and backgrounds,
integrating them into Australian society through education and community engagement.

The centre not only focuses on formal education but also plays a vital role in the social life of the
community. Its support programs for immigrants and refugees, along with recreational and wellness
activities, have helped many overcome the isolation and challenges of adapting to a new country.
Today, as we celebrate its 50th anniversary, it is a fitting time to reflect on the positive impact it has had
on so many lives. Thanks to the Williamstown Community and Education Centre, many people have
found a home away from home, a place where they can grow, learn, and thrive.

This tribute is a recognition of its hard work and unwavering commitment to the community. Thanks to
this centre, we immigrants and seniors can dream of a better and more integrated future in this
beautiful nation. Happy 50th anniversary, and here’s to many more years of exemplary service!
Sincerely,

Ruth

Current student

Hi Mark,

Just a note to say Congratulations the centres 50%" year anniversary celebration yesterday. It was a
fabulous morning and what a great energy there was in the room, filled with community members. |
particularly loved when the community had the opportunity to say what the centre meant to them.

It was really very special. Congratulations to you and the team for creating a meaningful, welcoming
event.

Kind regards,

Meabh

Meabh Mc Andrew
HOBSONS »//% Community Participation Officer
BAY CITY E & Arts, Culture and Community
COUNCIL

Hi everyone.
What a great celebration/birthday event.
The video was terrific, and the Centre looked fabulous!

Kind regards.

10


http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/

Jill Bilston.

Thanks Mark! | always enjoy receiving your newsletters.

| LOVE LOVE LOVE your 50" anniversary documentary film. Very moving in parts but also inspiring. Just
beautiful!

Congratulations for your part in its history, its recent growth, and all that you do to hold things together, and your
leadership at the Centre, and beyond, to keep on serving the community.

I’'m looking forward to attending tomorrow and to celebrate this huge milestone.
Hope you are keeping well
Cheers

Helen

Helen Rodd

Hot House Community Projects
ABN 78 691 717 215

HOT HOUSE

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Dear Mark

On behalf of our CEO, Trish Heffernan, and the staff at Djerriwarrh Community & Education
Services | would like to take this opportunity to wishWVilliamstown Community and Education
Centre a very happyp0" Anniversary.

| hope you and the staff enjoy the celebrations.

Regards

Roma Pedersen

. el
Acting CEO Djerriwarrh

Community & Education Services

To Mark and all the wonderful staff at WCEC
Congratulations to you all on 50 years of excellence

in community service delivery 1 Altona Meadows
He.resto50.more! ; : COMMUNITY CENTRE
With Best Wishes for a fantastic celebration

Monica & Leanne
Altona Meadows Community Centre

11



Melissa Horne MP, Member for Williamstown, in Victorian Parliament, recognising WCEC
50th anniversary.
Link to video on our website HERE.

Flower Power Program participants, showing off their finished creations.

Make it \’
Happen | 20o%s |
GRANTS COUNCIL

M OWIe

We are a very grateful to be a Melbourne Airport Community
Grant recipient!

This grant will help us rejuvenate Spotswood Community House,
after the negative effects of COVID lockdowns, the huge building
development of Union Quarter, road closures, etc.

Congratulations to other local Neighbourhood Houses who were AIRPORT

12



https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/video-moments/

successful. Link is HERE
In the News

Pantry door open to help put food on the table.
Star Weekly, September 9. 2024. Page 9.
Link to article is HERE

Pantry door open to help put food on the table

Civic awards not only recognise those who ~ -

make a big difference in the community, but
they can also motivate others to do the same,
with the pantry swap food relief program
operated by the Williamstown Community
and Education Centre (WCEC) being a case
in point.

“The motivation was that there wasa women
who won Citizen of the Year in Hobsons Bay
and she won it because she set up a pantry
swap in Altona and we thought why don’t we
try the same thing,” said the WCEC’s chief
executive Mark Brophy.

The woman he was referring to was Kate
De Marco who was named Hobsons Bay’s
2022 Citizen of the Year for establishing a
community pantry in the driveway of her
Seaholm home.

Afterstartingin early 2023, the WCEC’s own
pantry swap program is now well established,
and like Ms De Marco’s, helps address the

ity and

caused by the cost of living crisis.

il ion Centre staff Lara Janka and Tahlia Kotiau at their pantry
swap food relief service in Williamstown. (Damjan Janevski) 428726_02

said Mr Brophy of the demand for the pantry

“We probably serve about 30-40 regulars which operates from Monday to Friday at Joan

Kirner House in Williamstown.

“The food stuff sits in a pantry so anyone
off the street can come in and get what they
need. Out motto is take what you need and
give what you can.”

“We've get non-perishables from the
supermarket (Coles in Williamstown and

. Woolworths in Spotswood both have donation

bins in their stores), bread from a nearby
bakery and fresh produce from the Uniting
Church in Williamstown. They've also got
a food relief service and what they don’t use
they give to us.”

Women’s charity Share the Dignity has
provided sanitary products, while The Health
Care Foundation, Mobile and The Village
retirement home in Williamstown have also
contributed.

Mr Brophy said individual donations were
also welcome.

“If anyone out there wants to give to our
pantry swap, it is greatly appreciated.”

Cade Lucas

growing need for food relief in Hobsons Bay

per week including some with special needs,”

Civic awards and honours not only recognise those who make a big difference in the community, but
they can also motivate others to do the same, with the pantry swap food relief program operated by the
Williamstown Community and Education Centre (WCEC) being a case in point.

“The motivation was that there was a woman who won citizen of the year in Hobsons Bay and she won
it because she set up a pantry swap in Altona and we thought why don’t we try the same thing,” said
the WCEC's chief executive Mark Brophy of how their pantry swap program came about.

The woman he was referring to was Kate De Marco who was named Hobsons Bay’s 2022 Citizen of
the Year for establishing a community pantry in the driveway of her Seaholm home.

After starting in early 2023, the WCEC’s own pantry swap program is now well established, and like Ms
De Marco’s, helps address the growing need for food relief in Hobsons Bay caused by the cost-of-living
crisis.

“We probably serve about 30-40 regulars per week including some with special needs,” said Mr Brophy
of the demand for the pantry which operates from Monday to Friday at Joan Kirner House in
Williamstown.

“The food stuff sits in a pantry so anyone off the street can come in and get what they need,” he said.
“Out motto is take what you need and give what you can.”

While those taking the food are people struggling to make ends meet, those giving it are a combination
of local businesses, and not-for-profits that WCEC has partnered with.

“We’ve got non-perishables from the supermarket (Coles in Williamstown and Woolworths in
Spotswood both have donation bins in their stores), bread from a nearby bakery and fresh produce
from the Uniting Church in Williamstown. They've also got a food relief service and what they don’t use
they give to us.”

Women'’s charity Share the Dignity have provided sanitary products, while The Health Care
Foundation, Mobil and The Village retirement home in Williamstown have also contributed.
Mr Brophy said individual donations were also welcome.

“If anyone out there wants to give to our pantry swap, it is greatly appreciated.”

13


https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/community/melbourne-airport-community-grants?srsltid=AfmBOoq2v76KkDzrDXOWtGCVNRNFmKlfcTEA7hI7VKGSbJ1bbJqsc1Xi
https://maribyrnonghobsonsbay.starweekly.com.au/news/pantry-program-provides-food-relief/

50 Years of Serving and Supporting
Our Community.
Melissa Horne MP Member for
Williamstown. Media Release.
September 6. 2024.

Link to article is HERE.

Friday, 6 September 2024

This year marks half a century of service to the community for the
Williamstown Community and Education Centre (WCEC). The Centre
focuses on developing, implementing and delivering high quality inclusive
programs and training and services from various locations, based on
community wants and needs is admirable.

Williamstown MP, Melissa Horne attended the official community
celebration on Wednesday. The occasion was a fitting tribute to the work
of the centre and what sits at its heart, the community. Complete with a
documentary sharing the history of the centre and a birthday cake to mark

the occasion, the centre was filled memorabilia and past and present staff
and participants.

WCEC found its beginnings in North Williamstown in 1974, before finding it
permanent home at Joan Kirner House in Thompson St, thanks to its
name's sake and former Premier and Member for Williamstown, Joan
Kirner. The service has now expanded to have locations in Spotswood and
Altona North.

The Centre provides, classes in computer skills, English language, art,
reading and writing, yoga, and many more, as well as services to fill out
forms and documents and information services. The Centre is a home
from home for many attendees with some coming for one class and
staying anywhere up to 15 years or more.

In the last year alone, the Centre has provided over 25,000 hours of pre
accredited training and was estimated to have a community value of $10.4
million (according to the Neighbourhood House VIC 2022 Survey). The
past 50 years of the centre have seen much success and growth, and it
looks set to continue long into the future.

Quotes attributable to Member for Williamstown Melissa Horne

“The Williamstown Community and Education Centre has been at the
heart of our community for 50 years, serving, supporting, and informing. |
wish the Centre and its staff another 50 years of success.”

ENDS.

Media Contact: melissa.horne@parliament.vic.gov.au



https://melissahornemp.com.au/50-years-of-serving-and-supporting-our-community/

Manager’s Musings

Our 50" Anniversary celebration on September 4 was a huge
success, with | estimate nearly a 100 people attending.

Thanks to Lara, who organised the catering with top shelf tucker /\.
and a fantastic cake. | NS

Here's a Special Teast

Tahlia, with her timeline displays throughout Joan Kirner House, a :
for Lasting 50 Years!

lot of work. Happy Anniversary!
And Lynne for being the backbone of our 501" anniversary
documentary. A ‘must see’, 5 stars!

We’ve had a few ‘triple O’ experiences over the past
month or so. Ambulance, police, and fire brigade call outs.

It is fantastic to see how professional staff are in these
emergencies. As a Community House, unexpected events
are sure to occur every now and then.

Well done to all for keeping cool and ensuring everyone is well looked after.
Thanks.

Mark.

Dr Mark Brophy PhD

Manager / CEO.

Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc.
manager@wcec.com.au

15


mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

